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The US Expansion of Karsan
Continues with Autonomous e-ATAK!

Karsan Autonomous e-ATAK
Will Transport One of the Respectable Universities of USA, Michigan State University!

Karsan continues to add up to its name in the international arena with innovative solutions in its product range, offering modern mass transportation solutions suitable to the mobility needs of the era. Developed by Karsan together with California-based technology company ADASTEC and released to the market as the first serial production driverless autonomous vehicle of Europe and America, Karsan Autonomous e-ATAK has been sent to the Michigan State University (MSU), a respectable university in the USA. Being preferred as an essential step of the smart mobility ecosystem studies within the University, Autonomous e-ATAK is going to be used in the transport of the faculty members, students and visitors of the Michigan State University. Making statements regarding the issue, Okan BAŞ, the CEO of Karsan, said, “With our vision of being one step ahead of others in the future of the mobility, we direct the future of transportation with our products that we have developed as Karsan. We are proud that our vehicle, Autonomous e-ATAK, will be used in the enormous campus with real traffic conditions of Michigan State University, one of the USA's significant universities where the pulse of the automotive and technology world beats. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]As the sole independent multiple brand vehicle manufacturer of Turkey, Karsan has sent Autonomous e-ATAK, which is its first bus with Level 4 autonomous properties and ready to the real road conditions of America and Europe, to one of the leading universities of the USA, Michigan State University (MSU). Within the scope of university's objective to form a smart mobility ecosystem, Autonomous e-ATAK will be used to transport faculty members, staff, students and visitors of Michigan State University , after extensive testing and federal approval. Autonomous e-ATAK will operate non-stop on a 4-kilometer route in the university and be used in the universities’ data collection and improvement studies on electric and autonomous vehicles. Making statements regarding the issue, Okan BAŞ, CEO of Karsan, said, “With our vision of being one step ahead of others in the future of the mobility, we direct the future of transportation with our products that we have developed as Karsan. We are proud that our vehicle, Autonomous e-ATAK, will be used in the enormous campus with real traffic conditions of Michigan State University, one of the USA's significant universities where the pulse of the automotive and technology world beats. 

Michigan State University unveils the autonomous bus. 

Karsan Autonomous e-ATAK was decorated with a white logo of a Spartan, the university's mascot, and was introduced in a news conference Friday, Nov. 5, 2021. Together with the promotion, a test drive was also held with the participation of the press. The sensor technologies of Karsan Autonomous e-ATAK that detects its surroundings and pedestrians without the need for a driver as well as its several innovative technologies such as advanced radar technology and thermal cameras drew attention of the students. The speed of Autonomous e-ATAK, which will be at 25 kilometers speed per hour during the test stage in which 630 travels will be performed, will increase to 40 kilometers per hour in spring semester 2022 once testing is complete.
 

In developing Karsan Autonomous e-ATAK bus, Karsan partnered with ADASTEC which delivers the most advanced Level-4 Automation Platform for full size commercial vehicles. Dr. Ali Ufuk Peker, CEO of ADASTEC was also present during the test drive and stated that the data collected from the test drives would contribute to making the ideal driving adjustments for Autonomous e-ATAK. And Michigan State University President Samuel Stanley Jr. said, “The mobility space is a core focus at MSU and we continue to seek out partnerships that accelerate our research and development efforts and enhance the mobility landscape not only on our campus but throughout our beautiful state and the country. This new autonomous bus symbolizes the types of advancements we’ve made at Michigan State to be on the cutting edge of the transportation of tomorrow.” 




About Karsan: 

Celebrating its 55th anniversary this year in the Turkish automotive industry, Karsan has been manufacturing at its modern facilities its own vehicles as well as parts for the world’s prominent brands in the commercial vehicles industry. The company has been engaged in commercial vehicle production since 1981, and its factory in Hasanağa in Bursa has the capacity to manufacture up to 19,870 vehicles a year on a single shift. The Hasanağa factory is a flexible installation that can manufacture all kinds of vehicles in the same facilities from passenger cars and heavy trucks to minivans and buses. It is located 30 km from the Bursa city center and is built on an area of 200,000 sqm, 90,000 sqm of which is closed space. 

Karsan has been the only independent multi-brand light commercial vehicles manufacturer in Turkey for more than 50 years and the next phase for the company, powered and enabled by its business partners and licensers, is to develop derivative versions of the new and existing vehicles in order to extend its presence to all the segments of cargo and passenger transportation. Working to “develop innovative products and services from conception into the market” and to cater to every market segment, Karsan primarily aims to strengthen its Main Manufacturer/OEM business line. 

Karsan manages the entire automotive value chain, from R&D to production, marketing, sales, and after-sales activities. Karsan manufactures the Jest, Atak, and Star models under its own brand. It also manufactures and sells fully electric vehicles, the Jest Electric and Atak Electric lines, in partnership with the world giant BMW as well as the Level-4 Driverless bus Autonomous Atak Electric model and 10,12, and 18 m e-ATA buses in partnership with the local technology company ADASTEC. Karsan currently manufactures the new H350 light commercial vehicles for Hyundai Motor Company (HMC) and 10, 12 and 18m buses for Menarinibus. Besides vehicle manufacturing, Karsan also provides a range of industrial services in its factory in the Organized Industrial Zone. www.karsan.com 


About ADASTEC
ADASTEC delivers the most advanced Level-4 Automation Platform for full size commercial vehicles. ADASTEC’s open autonomous vehicle platform enables modern, autonomous and shared public transportation vehicles to be put into operation together with all peripheral services. 

ADASTEC has offices in San Francisco, Ann Arbor and Detroit along with test and development center in Romania and a R&D global office in Istanbul, Turkey. For more information, visit www.adastec.com    


About MSU Mobility
MSU has transformed its 5,300-acre campus into a live, connected ecosystem to advance smart-vehicle technology and better understand the human element. With a range of urban, suburban, industrial and rural zones, featuring nearly 60 lane miles of roads, MSU’s controlled infrastructure and active campus make it ideal to test emerging technologies for new mobility solutions. 

Spartan Mobility Village is home to MSU’s mobility labs where roadways and parking lots can be closed for testing of new technologies. In the future, unoccupied buildings will be used as a background for sensing technologies, including radar clutter simulating the suburban and urban environment.

To learn more about mobility at MSU and the university’s ecosystem approach, visit mobility.msu.edu. 
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